                  Dear Councillor,

                           Proposed Stoneville & Parkerville townsites
I am writing to express my deep concern about these high density developments which would add over 2,600 homes to the area. I have heard that some of the blocks will be as small as 350 sq. metres.  If they go ahead it will completely change the current hills lifestyle.  People are attracted to the hills as an alternative to suburbia – these will bring suburbia to the hills.

I am particularly concerned at the impact on the local health services. I am told that currently hills doctors are dealing with 2 ½ times as many patients as they should.  This is because most doctors, in spite of enticements, prefer to live near the coast or the city.  If this is the situation now, how will the system cope with the minimum of 8000 extra residents that these developments will house?  This will affect everyone living in Midland and the Eastern Corridor, not just the residents of Mundaring.  Furthermore, Royal Perth Hospital will close before Swan District Hospital can be upgraded/rebuilt placing greater pressure on a hospital that is not coping now.  
Do you consider this acceptable?
There will be huge increases in traffic as a result of these developments.  The existing road network is narrow and will need to be widened.  Many intersections will need to be modified and footpaths provided.  How will our roads cope with an increase of 11,000+ car trips a day?   
Do you believe ratepayers should contribute towards these improvements?
With high density development  comes high crime – we are currently a low crime area.  The WA Police Service is currently undermanned. 
                How will these developments be adequately policed?
I was horrified to learn that the Mundaring sewage plant discharges treated sewage into Jarrah Creek year round and this discharge has been frequently well below standard. This has been raised in Council on a number of occasions.  It is now proposed to use a similar plant to deal with the thousands that these towns will house and discharge this waste directly into the John Forrest National Park.  This will inevitably have an impact on what  is a drinking water catchment and the Swan River that we’re all trying to save.  Add to this the future developments that would do the same and we have a recipe for disaster.  

Do you support this method of sewage disposal?
How is it proposed to supply drinking water to these developments?

The environmental destruction that will be caused by these developments is enormous.  Even if large trees are retained the Black Cockatoos will no longer nest there due to human activity.  This is at a time when their very existence is threatened due to loss of habitat.    
How much does this concern you?
How will these developments deal with the huge volumes of rainwater which once soaked into the bushland, but will now run off from the hard surfaces such as roads,
pavements and roofs and create erosion/flood/weed problems downstream?

What studies have been conducted to investigate this problem?
I am not against these developments as long as they are socially and environmentally appropriate. At present they are not.  I would consider ½ acre blocks as a minimum to be acceptable.  If these developments go ahead as planned they will open the door to many more. 

As a result of the Ellenbrook and Morgan Fields developments people living on rural blocks have had them re-zoned to “Urban” in order to accommodate even more development.  
Would you support such re-zoning here?
I believe that I am entitled to a written response to my questions as phone calls can be misinterpreted or denied.

Yours Sincerely,
Name:

Address:
