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Port Bouvard in
the Hﬂls feared

THE recent announcement
‘that the Port Bouvard Group

has acquired: 483 hectares of

Gidgegannup to develop “the -

first master-planned townsite
of this size in the Hills” hous-
ing 12,000 people should strike
fear into the hearts of Perth
residents. }

Ifthis proposal is allowed to
goahead, it will set a precedent
-that will mean 300sqm blocks
become the new benchmark.

The Save Perth Hills group
started a campaign more than
two years % 2.3 iaform Hills

this kind of sprawling subur-
banisation totally inappropri-
ate.

There is an industry cam-
paign-now to convince us that

by extending Perth’s urban

aprawl even further this will
lmprove housing affordabili-

Does this mean that Port

. Bouvard will be selling blocks.

in Gidgegannup substantially

below present market values?

Developers have them-
selves inflated land prices by
holding on to blocks as they
watched pricesrise.

- Legislation should be intro-
duced to ensure that this kind

~-ofmanipulation could not hap-

pen once dev_ehpmems are ap-

o proved.

some time ago. They have
since realised that rural land

in the Hills s very cheap.

All that is required to justi- -
fy rezoning of this land from
rural to urban isaaunposed

commanitybeneﬁt

80, & very small number-of
retirement units in the middle -

of nowhere and. a few small
: smmmedtqjustﬂym"

creasing the Hills popﬂiatien,

by many thousands. -

.is waiting tohappen. .
.Furthermore, climate
change and oil pricing make

“The Hlﬂs. are desperately

‘short of dactor's, who prefer to.
k:work &lpser tothe city.

,the necessary in-

n . frastructm to support such -
1o *Tdavelopment,‘auch as roads,
* - power amd mgernet serv1ces,

vices Aand: nt‘rastructure
can take ye years to arrive - El-
lenbrook, with its huge popula-
tion, has only just acquired a

- . police station - 14 years after
‘ development began.

~The Save Perth Hills group
and other partiesaredraftinga
Bill to protect the Perth Hills

.region from inappropriate de-
‘velopment, logging and min-
.ing and to ensure its future as
*.-an essential water catchment
-and buffer zone for the coastal
This creates a- reﬁrementi -
accommodation pmblem that

- Iurge anyone who has con-
cerns for the future of the Hills
to write to the Premier and the

“ Planning Minister, register

those concerns and support

the Perth Hills Protection Bill.
The Hills are part of what
makes Perth special andnow is
the time to actto ensure their
integrity for future ‘genera-

tions.
Mike Davies,
chairman,
Save Perth Hills Inc.,
Stoneville.



