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COMMUNITY COMMENT

Something awry
with process

THERE was a meeting recently
regarding the issue of urban
deferral for the two praoposed
town sites at Stoneville and
Parkerville.

The public who attended
wanted to know why the deci-
gion for high-density develop-
ment canmot be reviewed, over-
turned, or rescinded,

The shire insisted that the
1994 ruling cannot be over-
turned, It also stated that the
goning cannot he returned to
rural.

But according to the WA
Planning Commission, the
latidowner of the development
property can ask the commiis-
sion to change the zoning from
urban back to rural.

However, it is highly unlike-
ly that the landowner wounld
change the zoning, as this per-
son(e)has the most togain from
the develgpment,

The Minister for Planning
and Infrastructura isn't in-
volved in the rezoning issues,
while the commisslon can only
change the decision from
urban deferred to urbanor vice
versa,

It seems odd that the only
person with the power 1o
change the zoning back torural
is the landowner,

Why ate the recormmenda-
tions for urban zoning left only
to shire councillors? There ap-
pears to be something wrong
with this ptocess,

The residents are not in-
volved and have no power to af-
fiect these dectsions.

And why is a decisien made
14 years ago, before the com-
plexities of environmental
damage were well-known, ap-
pear to be setin ptome?

Politics la all about changs
and bowing to the wishes of the
voters. At the moment, only the
commission has the power to
deeide our future without any
input from the residents: why?

There have heen SUgRes-
tions for a referendum on high-
density urhan development ot
& move to gain legal protection
for the Hills to permanently
stop devalopers.

Whatever your opinion 1s
on this issue, let it be known to
either the shire or the commis-
slon. It may not change the
process, but at least our views
will be heard,

Pat Cahifl,
(Fldgegannup.

Little time to
study report

YOUR article abput Mundar-
{ng Shire voting to request the
waA Planning Commission to
1ift the urhan deferred zoning
on the developments in Park-
arville and Stoneville said the
request was based on a report
by an “independant consultan-
oy group”,

The report was actually
written by the developer’s own
hired town planter, the Card-
no Group. The 500-page report
was delivered to the council-
lors the night before they
voted, which makes one won-
der how they could have had
time to vead It, let alone study
it. The report is belng kept se-
cret to all but shire staff and
counciilors.

Cardne Group says it cons
tains several “possible solu-
tions” to the sewage plant, The
eourcil has been Instructed by
gtaff to accept these theoretical
solutionsasfacl,

The ¢ouncil majority chose
to ignore the fact that besides
sewerage, there ave five ather

conetrainte against 1ifting the
deforment.

They are instead relying on
envirehmental, infrastructura
and soclal-implication studies
more than adecade old.

Thesasuburhs totalling 2700
homes will be the start of urban
sprawl across the Hills, which
will destroy the forests, poison
the water catchment and end
the Hille Iifastyla.

The full counell will vote on
the request to 1ift urban defar:
ment at the Septamber 23 meet-

ing.
Rusty Geller,
chatrmen, Save Parth Hills,
Hovea.
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